Archeology and Anthropology Activity
Directions: You will be participating in an archeological dig and anthropologic study of the artifacts you discover.  In the end you will come to some conclusions about the people who left these artifacts behind.  
Target #6- You will be able to define pre-history and understand the difficulties faced when studying this period of time.

1. Get one container of sand for your group.  This is your dig site.  As a group conduct the dig.
Complete the rest of this sheet as a group and turn it in when you are finished:
2. Draw a diagram of the container from the top view- draw the artifacts on this where you found them in your dig site.  Number each item to complete questions 3 and 4. 
3.  Question: Why would it be important to know exactly where an artifact was found?
4. Write a description below of the material from which each item was made. (use the number for each from above)
5. Describe how each looks and feels- (shape, color, texture, size, weight, movable parts, anything printed, stamped or written on it)

6. Describe how each artifact might have been used by this pre-historic or early civilization group/culture of people- (Each member of the group needs to give a guess for each artifact)
7. From the clues you have make an overview of what this culture or group of people was like.  Examples: values, economics, religion, buildings, beliefs, traditions, and other characteristics of culture.  Make sure you explain why you have come to these conclusions.
8. What other things would archeologists and anthropologists look at besides the artifacts to learn about a culture or civilization?  What other tools might they use?
9. Finally on your own reflect on what you did today:  A. Was it easy to describe your group or culture from the artifacts you had?  B. What did you need to do in order to come to your conclusions?  C. How did this activity demonstrate what you watched in the clip of Little Mermaid and what has already been mentioned in class about the pre-historic/1st civilization time periods?  Explain.
