Henry IV and Absolute Monarchy in France

Henry IV of France was born in 1553 and died in 1610. Henry VI is considered one of the greatest kings of France and was instrumental in ending the French wars of religion.   A Calvinist, he converted to Catholicism to satisfy the wishes of 90% or more of the population of France. Henry IV was the first of the Bourbon dynasty.
Henry was educated as a Calvinist and enjoyed the outdoor life. He had a reputation for being high spirited and good humored. He had a great love of women and he had at least 56 mistresses. 
During the wars he was to become the leading Huguenot. In 1572, he married Marguerite de Valois, the daughter of Catherine de Medici in an effort to reconcile all sides in France. It was this wedding that attracted the gathering of nobles to Paris and prompted the Massacre of St. Bartholomew’s which rather than reconcile both sides lead to an even deeper split and an enormous hatred between the Huguenots and the Catholics. Henry only saved his life by converting to Catholicism but when he escaped from Paris in 1576, he changed back to Calvinism and took over the lead of the Huguenots.
In 1589, the death of Henry III lead to the crowning of Henry as Henry IV. The signing of the Edict of Nantes in 1598 effectively ended the wars. His conversion to Catholicism in 1593 re-established a catholic king on the throne and the ending of the war with Spain in 1598 gave Henry the freedom to re-build France.

Domestic policy:
This again moved France towards absolutism. Henry did not have a set theory on how to do this but he had a number of advantages which allowed him to build on this belief.
1) He was the legitimate heir to the throne
2) He seemed to represent the best hope for those who wanted social stability and to those who feared a return to war.
3) He was not tainted like the Guises with a relationship with Spain.
Henry’s measures were very much ad hoc but his main desire was to centralize the power of the monarch i.e. move back to the traditional belief that Paris governed France which, of course, was one of the main grievances the nobility had both before and during the French Wars of Religion. Henry’s main way of winning over the nobles was to use bribery, persuasion and simply the threat of brute force.
Henry had an inner circle called the Conseil des Affaires which was a six man ring of ministers which Henry consulted on a day to day basis. Henry relied not just on oral instructions but also on written ones which could not be miss-understood. Intendants were once again used to bring royal authority to the provinces. Those who overstepped the mark paid the price - the Duke of Biron was accused of becoming too powerful and a threat to the monarchy............and was executed. The Estates-General was not called mainly as Henry was sufficiently rich to not need to go cap in hand to them. Money was only asked for once; in 1597 he called a carefully selected Assembly of Notables which voted him money.
